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Uhat our

STUDENTS SAY

On Lesson 15

“I am sitting at my desk studying Lesson 15
— What Is ‘Hell’? As an ex-member of the...
faith, whose teaching on this subject differs so
greatly, let me say thank you for this informa-
tion. It has always been right here in my Bible,
but I did not know it. I am enjoying studying
this Course. I certainly believe it is the ‘plain
truth.” ”

— Woman, Indianapolis, Indiana

Tradition Cast Aside

“Thank you for all the literature you have
sent me. It has been a real blessing. I am enjoy-
ing your Bible Study Course so much. I, like
many people, have much unfounded tradition
to cast aside, but I am willing to learn what
God’s Word has to say. I thank God that there
are still men willing to preach His Word instead
of man’s tradition and man’s ideas of what they
want to hear.”

— Mrs. E. R. W., Kirksville, Missouri

Proved True Gospel

“I have been listening to The WorLD ToMOR-
rRow for about two years. The true Gospel was
so different from what I had always heard (not
proven) that I set out to disprove Mr. Arm-
strong. In trying to prove him wrong, I proved
him to be absolutely accurate. I am on Lesson
8 of the Correspondence Course and I have
studied many of the free booklets. I am amazed
at how God’s Plan is so practical and easy to
understand. Thanks for showing me the way to
the truth.”

— Man, Douglas, Georgia

e The Bible always interprets itself —if we
allow it, and don’t try to read our own mean-
ing into God’s Word.

Answered Prayer!

“Through the Correspondence Course the Bi-
ble is beginning to unfold right before my eyes.
Until recently the Correspondence Course did
not seem all that was promised. I never dug
deeply for real significance. Now, however, I can
joyfully report a change! Prayer made the
difference. Before, when I read the instructions
in the lessons, the message did not get through.
I finally realized I had omitted a very important

(Please continue on page 16)

AMBASSADOR COLLEGE
BIBLE

CORRESPONDENCE COURSE
LESSON 15

Published at Pasadena, California; Watford, England; and
North Sydney, Australia, by Ambassador College. French
and German editions published at Pasadena, California.
Spanish edition published at Big Sandy, Texas.
© 1958, 1966 by Ambassador College
All Rights Reserved

EDITOR
HERBERT W. ARMSTRONG

DIRECTOR

C. Paul Meredith

1902-1968

CO-ORDINATOR
Herman L. Hoeh

Staff Writers
Lawson C. Briggs Richard H. Sedliacik

Circulation Manager
Edward C. Kleier

Arz Staff
Arthur Ferdig
Gary D. Merager  William S. Schuler
Basil Wolverton

Secretary
Carrol Holbrooks

YOUR ENROLLMENT has been paid by others. Bulk
copies for distribution not given or sold.

ADDRESS COMMUNICATIONS to the Editor at the
nearest address below:

United States and Canada: P.O. Box 111, Pasadena,
California 91109.

United Kingdom and Europe: BCM Ambassador, Lon-
don, W. C. 1, England.

South Africa: P. O. Box 1060, Johannesburg, Transvaal,
R.S. A.

Australia and Southeast Asia: P.O. Box 345, North
Sydney, NSW 2060, Australia.

Latin America: Apartado 927, Big Sandy, Texas 75755.
The Philippines: P. O. Box 2603, Manila 12114
NOTICE: Be sure to notify the Correspondence Course
Department immediately of any change in your address.
Please include both old and new address. Important!

About Our Cover. ..

Our cover shows the Valley
of Hinnom, located just
outside of Jerusalem. The
Greek word Gebenna — translated “hell” in the New
Testament — refers to the Valley of Hinnom. It was
here that the refuse of the city of Jerusalem and the
dead bodies of criminals were thrown to be burned.
Jesus referred to these fires when He spoke of the
destruction of the incorrigible wicked!
N. Ben-Haim Photo

Lesson 15




WHAT IS “HELL"?

HOCKING as it may seem, you may go to
S “hell”! Many of your loved ones are right
now in ‘“hell”!
But don’t be alarmed!
You probably never heard the TrRuTH about
what “hell” really is — and where all of your
ideas on the subject came from in the first place.

You probably just accepted, without ques-
tion, this world’s idea of a horrifying, night-
marish place of never-ending torture for lost
sinners.

It’s time we quit “swallowing” the ideas and
theories of confused humanity, and begin STUDY-
ING the truth for ourselves in God’s Word!

The Common Idea of Hell

First, let’s notice the generally accepted com-
mon belief in our Western world about hell.
Here’s the terse and brief summation of this
popular belief, from the Encyclopedia Ameri-
cana:

“ .. As generally understood, hell is the
abode of evil spirits; the infernal regions .
whither lost and condemned souls go after
death to suffer indescribable torments and
eternal punishment. . . . Some have thought of
it as the place created by the Deity, where
He punishes, with inconceivable severity, and
through all eternity, the souls of those who
through unbelief or through the worship of false
gods have angered Him. It is the place of divine
revenge, untempered, NEVER ENDING. This has
been the idea most generally held by Christians,
Catholics, and Protestants alike. It is also the
idea embodied in the Mohammedan’s concep-
tion.”

From the Pagans

Now where, and how, did this popular belief
about hell originate?

The Encyclopedia Americana states: “The
main features of hell as conceived by Hindu,
Persian, Egyptian, Grecian, and Christian theo-
logians are essentially the same.” The Western
religious leaders through the Middle Ages bor-
rowed the doctrine of eternal torture FROM
THE PAGAN PHILOSOPHERS. Certain of
these writers of the Middle Ages had such tre-
mendous influence on the Christian-professing
world, that their writings and teachings came
to be generally accepted and believed, until it
became the doctrine of the Christian-professing
world. Among these influential writers were
Augustine (345-430 A.n.), and Dante Alighieri

(1265-1321 A.D.). Dante wrote a tremendously
popular book titled, The Divine Comedy, in
three parts — Hell, Purgatory, and Paradise.
There is another book titled Dante and His
Inferno, which sums up the history of the Chris-
tian-professing doctrine of #hell. This factual

Historical Pictures Service
Bust of the pagan philosopher, Plato. His writings are
the philosophical basis for the modern belief in the
immortality of the soul, and the doctrine of a torment-
ing “‘hell.”




Dante Alighieri, popular writer during the Middle Ages. His classic work, The Divine Comedy, had o tremendous

==

influence on the Catholic doctrines of heaven, hell and purgatory. Dante derived many of his ideas from the pagan

philosopher, Plato.

history says that “of all poets of modern times,
Dante Alighieri was, perhaps, the greatest edu-
cator. He possibly had a greater influence on the
course of civilization than any other man since
his day...he wrote, in incomprehensible verse,
an imaginative and lurid account of a dismal hell
— a long poem containing certain phrases which
caught the attention of the world, such as, ‘all
hope abandon . . . ye, who enter herel’” This
had a tremendous impression and influence on
the popular Christian thought and teaching. His
‘Inferno’ was based on Virgil and Plato.”

Dante is reported to have been so fascinated

and enraptured by the ideas and philosophies
of PrLaTo and VirGIL, who were pagan philoso-
phers, that he believed they were divinely in-
spired. Here is an article on Virgil, from the
Americana: “Virgil, pagan Roman poet, 70-19
B.C., belonged to the national school of pagan
Roman thought, influenced by the Greek writers.
Christians of the Middle Ages, including Dante,
believed he had received some measure of di-
vine inspiration.”

Plato was a pagan Greek philosopher, born in
Athens, 427 B.C., a student of Socrates. He wrote
the famous book, Phaedo, on the immortality of
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the soul, and this book is the real origin of the
modern belief in the immortality of the soul.
So the world’s concept of “hell” is admittedly
a product of centuries of man’s thinking on the
great problem of reward and punishment which
man associates with human deeds. It did Nor
COME AS A REVELATION FRoM Gob, but is rather
the product of man’s thinking — using human
reason to decide what only God can reveal!

What About the Millions
of Heathen?

Now, before we examine to see whether man’s
idea of hell is true, let us consider where this
concept of hell, if true, leads us!

On this earth there are more than three bil-
lion people! The most populous lands are China,
India, and other parts of Asia, and in spite of
missionaries from the West, actually more than
half of all the people on the earth have never
so much as heard the ONLY NAME BY WHICH MEN
MAY BE SAVED — the name of JEsus CHRIST! For
your Bible says, “. . . there is none other name
under heaven given among men, whereby we
must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

This means that billions of people here on
. this earth have lived, and died, without having

-known anything about Christian salvation —
without saving knowledge — neither having
heard the only name by which men may be
saved! Now think what that means. If all un-
saved have gone immediately to hell at death —
the hell commonly believed in — then more than
HALF the people who have ever lived on this
earth have been consigned there without ever
having been given so much as a chance to escape
it! They are ETERNALLY LOST in tormenting “hell
fire!

Can you really believe that is the plan by
which an all-wise, all-merciful, loving God is
working out His purpose here below? WHAT Is
THE TRUTH?

We face these alternatives: Either the Holy
Bible is the inspired Word of God, by which the
Creator reveals the TRUTH on this subject, or
else we must fling up our hands and confess
we just don’t know — we are ignorant on the
question — because no one has ever come back
from such a hell to tell us about it. We must
believe what the Bible says, or we can believe
nothing, if we are rational and honest!

Is there even such a thing as “hell fire”? What
does the Bible say about it? Didn’t Jesus say
something about ‘“hell fire”? Yes, He did!

We are about ready for the actual lesson. But
first, read these instructions.
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Before You Begin

Is your Bible in front of you? If not, go get
your Bible—or Bibles if you have more than one
translation.

Also have several sheets of paper, and a pen,
pencil or typewriter so that you can make notes
to help you in remembering what you learn.

Remember — you must open your Bible to
every passage. Never say to yourself, “Oh, I
think I know what the scripture is referring to”
— and then pass over it. You need to keep your
nose in the Bible, so to speak. You must read
and REreaD and STUDY EVERY PASSAGE
in your Bible. Don’t forget, this is a BIBLE STUDY
COURSE — not just a study of these lessons we
send you. This lesson is intended to direct you to
the Bible —to help you learn the TRUTH of
God’s Word.

Now with your Bible, a good dictionary, and
concordance, if you have one, and your station-
ery all in front of you, here is the METHOD of
study. Write down neatly on your paper the
lesson title. Next write down the lesson number.
As you come to each question section, write down
its heading. Then, at the lefthand margin, print
the number of each question as you come to it,
and WRITE powN THE BIBLE ANSWERS, together
with any pertinent ideas that may come to your
mind.

Be sure to WRITE OUT THE SCRIPTURE
which answers each question. Writing the
answers and any comments you wish to make
as you go along will help you greatly in reviewing
and remembering what you learn.

Now we are ready to begin this lesson.

LESSON 15
Christ Spoke of ‘‘Hell Fire”

1. What punishment did Christ warn would
happen to those who would not QUIT SIN-
NING? Mark 9:43. Did He say they would “go
into hell”? And did He say there would be
a fire there? Same verse.

Then there really is a hell, since Christ says
so, isn’t there?

ComMENT: “Hell” is an English word. When
Mark recorded these words Christ had spoken,
he wrote them in the Greek language. The
Greek word which Mark was inspired to write
down, which was translated “hell,” was gehenna.
And since this same verse also says the sinner
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is “to go into hell, into the fire,” it follows that
Christ clearly stated here that those who sin
will receive punishment by fire as their ultimate
reward. Note that Christ associated the Greek
word gehenna with fire.

2. Did Christ, for greater emphasis, repeat,
in Mark 9:45, that this punishment by fire
would befall those who continue to sin?

CoMMENT: Mark wrote down the same Greek
word gehenna here in verse 45 that he used in
verse 43. Those who translated this Greek word
into English, when they made the English Bible,
selected the English word “hell” to represent
this Greek word gehenna.

3. Did Christ repeat a third time, for the
greatest emphasis, that anyone who persistently
serves sin will receive this punishment by ge-
henna “fire” — “hell fire”? Verse 47.

CoMMENT: Again, the Greek word which Mark
used in this verse was gehenna. GEHENNA
CERTAINLY DOES REFER TO FIRE!!

English Word ‘“‘Hell”
Misapplied

On the use of the word “hell” in the New and
Old Testament, let’s read what an outstanding
Bible Dictionary, called A Dictionary of the
Bible edited by James Hastings, a leading au-

. thority on such technical matters, says. Keep

in mind, as we read his material, that the Old
Testament was originally written in the Hebrew
language, and that the New Testament was
originally written in the Greek language.

Hastings says: “In our Authorized Version
the word ‘hell’ is unfortunately used as the ren-
dering of three distinct words, with DIFFERENT
IDEAS [or MEANINGS]. It represents, 1. the ‘sheol’
[grave] of the Hebrew Old Testament, and the
‘hades’ [grave] in the [original Greek] New
Testament ... It is now an entirely mislead-
ing rendering, especially in the New Testament
passages. The English revisers, therefore, have
substituted [the original Greek word] ‘hades’ for
[the word] ‘hell’ in the New Testament....
In the American revision the word ‘hell’ is en-
tirely discarded in this connection. . . .

“The word ‘hell’ is used 2. as equivalent to
[the Greek word] ‘tartaros’ (II Peter 2:4), [a
place of restraint for fallen angels which occurs
only once in the Bible] ... and, 3. more properly
as the equivalent of [the Greek word] ‘gehenna’
[gehenna-fire punishment]....”

So we see that the real meanings of three

P. Gross Photo
Interior shot of Herod’s tomb. It is a “‘hell’” (Greek:
hades) — or HOLE in the ground. That is what the
Greek word “*hades’ really means!
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different Greek words — “hades” (“‘sheol” in Old
Testament), “tartaros,” and “gehenna”— have
been confused with each other because trans-
lators have attempted to make the one English
word “hell” cover all three meanings! But now
let us amplify the foregoing facts:

The original Old Testament Hebrew word
“sheol” and the New Testament Greek word
“hades” mean the SAME THING — THE GRAVE.
These original words have been translated
“grave” in many places in the Bible. “Hell” is
an old English word, and over 350 years ago,
when the Authorized Version was translated, the
people of England commonly talked of “putting
their potatoes in hell for the winter” — a good
way of preserving potatoes — for the word then
meant merely A HOLE IN THE GROUND
which was covered up — a dark and silent place
— a grave. But pagan teachings gaining popular
acceptance have caused people to apply to the
English word “hell” the FALSE MEANING which
came out of the lurid imaginations of Dante.

Note, too, that the Greek word tartaros, which
has also been translated into the English word
“hell,” occurs only once in the New Testament
(IT Pet. 2:4) and does not refer to humans,
but to the restrained condition of fallen angels.
Its meaning, translated into English, is “dark-
ness of the material universe,” or “dark abyss,”
or ‘“prison.”

And what about “gehenna”? This Greek word
represents ‘“the Valley of Hinnom which lay
just outside of Jerusalem and was the place
refuse was constantly being burned up.” Trash,
filth, and the dead bodies of animals and de-
spised criminals were thrown into gehenna. It
was like some of our city dumps today, only on
a larger scale. Ordinarily, everything thrown into
this valley was destroyed by fire — completely
burned up. Christ used it to picture the terrible
fate of unrepentant sinners!

But of the foregoing, remember this espe-
cially: In most of the passages of the New Test-
ament where we see the word ‘“hell” in our
English Bible translations, the original Greek
word was a different word than the word “ge-
henna.” This other different word is the word
“hades” — which does not refer to fire at all,
but has an entirely different meaning. Yet the
translators have used the one English word —
“hell” — for these two entirely different Greek
words that have Two entirely different meanings!

Let’s understand.

1. Does Luke 12:5 contain the word “hell”?

CoMMENT: You can plainly see that this verse
does have the word ‘“hell” in it. Were you to
look up the original Greek word that is here
translated into the English word ‘“hell,” you
would find it to be gehenna. “GEHENNA”
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This photo was taken near the bottom of the Valley of Hinnom, outside of Jerusalem, Palestine. The fires burning
in this valley in New Testament times represented the final punishment which will burn the wicked to ashes.
Fire will again be rekindled in this valley when Christ returns.

MEANS A PLACE OF PUNISHMENT, and
Christ indicated this would be carried out by
fire!

2. But now notice the same English word
“hell” in Acts 2:31!

CoMMENT: To read the English translation of
these two scriptures — Luke 12:5 and Acts 2:31
— it would seem that the word “hell” has the
same meaning in both. But the original Greek
word which is translated by the English word
“hell” in Acts 2:31 is hades. “Hades” means
“grave”! We can plainly see that the English

word “hell” can have different meanings! So
when we come to the word “hell” in our New
Testament, we must carefully distinguish wheth-
er it is speaking of punishment by fire, or of the
grave where the dead lie quietly buried. These
two vastly different meanings for the word
“hell” we MUST CONSTANTLY KEEP IN MIND when
we see the word “hell” in the New Testament.

When you see the word “hell” in your Bible,
look it up in an exhaustive concordance, such
as Strong’s or Young’s, if you want to know
its true meaning.
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Where To After Death?

When a sinner dies, what happens to him?
When he is interred in his grave, does he lie
quietly and silently there, knowing nothing and
awaiting the RESURREcTION? Or, at death, does
his “soul” descend immediately into an inferno
of eternal “hell fire” torture for his sins?

What is the truth? What does God reveal
about the state of man after death?

1. Do men and beasts all go to one place —
the same place — when they die? Eccl. 3:19-20.
You have never heard of beasts going to “hell”
to be tortured, have you?

2. Does this same event — returning to one
place — happen to both the righteous and the
wicked? Eccl. 9:2. Then one doesn’t go to heav-
en at death, and the other to hell, do they?

3. Where then do all go after death — back
to the dust from which they were made? Gen.
3:19. Does Eccl. 3:20 verify this?

4. Does Psalm 146:4 show that no one is
able to think after he perishes? Are the dead
unable to remember God? Ps. 6:5. Then all
mental and physical processes of an individual
come to a halt at death, don’t they? How much
do the dead know? Eccl. 9:5. Then isn’t it true
that a dead person has no more consciousness
than a dead animal has?

5. What place does God say man goes when

he dies? Eccl. 9:10. Did Job realize he would

go to the grave after death? Job 17:13. Were
worms of the earth to be his companions?
Verse 14.

6. Must all people die at least once? Heb.
9:27. Does I Cor. 15:22 verify this? Did Christ
take upon Himself the same mortal flesh of
which we are composed? Heb. 2:14. And didn’t
He also have to go to the grave as all mortal
men do? Acts 2:31.

CoMMENT: The original Greek word which
has been translated “hell” in this verse is
“hades” which, as you now know, means the
“grave.” Christ did not go down into a fiery
hell, but merely into a grave. God does not
sentence anyone to a fiery hell immediately
after he dies, but merely to the grave.

7. Was Jacob, in speaking of his son whom
he thought to be dead, certain he was already
in a grave? Gen. 37:35.

CoMMENT: How overpowering the evidence is
that the unrepentant sinner, or anyone else,
does not go to a place of torment at death! They
go to the grave, where they know ABSOLUTELY
NOTHING!

Resurrected to Judgment

You have heard much preaching about peo-
ple going directly to the fiery tortures of “hell”
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when they die. But have you ever heard of a
judgment — a formal sentencing — of these peo-
ple by God, before they go to their punishment?

What did Jesus mean when He said in John
5:28-29: “The hour is coming, when all who
are in the tombs will hear His voice and come
forth . . . those who have done evil, to the
resurrection of judgment”? (R.S.V.)

Christ said the judgment of the evil dead who
are now in their graves, is yet ahead. Then how
could they now be receiving punishment when
they have not, as yet, even received judgment
for their sins? The two ideas obviously contra-
dict each other!

When and where do the dead go from their
graves? Here’s what your Bible reveals.

1. Is there to be a day of judgment? II
Pet. 29

2. Is it to be a time when the unjust are
judged for punishment? Same verse.

3. When is this judgment to be? Heb. 9:27.

ComMENT: It is plain that a person will re-
ceive final judgment from God at some time
after he dies.

4. Is God able to bring people up alive from
the grave? 1 Sam. 2:6. Does Rev. 20:13 prove
there is to be a great future “resurrection to
judgment”’?

ComMENT: Notice that those who are in their
watery graves (the “sea’) are to be resurrected;
and those who are killed by other means and
left unburied (“death”) are to be resurrected;
and those who are in earthy graves (‘“hell” —
the Greek word here is “hades” which means the
“grave”) are also to be resurrected at this time.
So all the dead on land or in the sea, wherever
they may be, are to be RESURRECTED TO
“JUDGMENT” IN THE FUTURE. No one is,
or ever has been, down in a fiery “hell” dancing
around on hot coals, shrieking in terror and
torment!

“The Wages of Sin Is DEATH”

What is the penalty — the “wages,” or reward
— of sin? Is it eternal consciousness in torment,
or is it eternal oblivion? Let’s study further
and see.

1. What does Paul warn will be the judgment
of those who, knowing God’s commands, wil-
fully sin against them? Heb. 10:26-27. Notice
that this judgment comes on people because
they sin wilfully.

2. And what is the “wages of sin”? Rom. 6:23.

ComMENT: The “wages of sin is death”! —
ETERNAL DEATH for every part of you!
“Death” is the opposite of “life”!

3. Does Jesus compare the false ministers to
trees that don’t bring forth “gcod fruit” — good
works? Mat. 7:15-19. What did He say would
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happen to such people? Verse 19. Isn’t wood
put into a fire to be burned up? Did Christ say
all people who do not bring forth good fruit
will be cast into fire? Mat. 7:17-19, 23.

4. What did Christ warn would happen to
those who do not repent of their sinful ways?
Luke 13:3. Does “perish” mean to cease exist-
ing, or continue living? Look up the meaning in
a dictionary.

‘‘Hell Fire”” Will DESTROY —
Not Just Torment!

God has not decreed eternal life in torment
for the incorrigible sinner! The punishment re-
vealed in the Bible is eternal death — cessation
of life forever. Eternal life is something we do
not now have —it is a gift of God given at the
resurrection to those that obey Him. Eternal
life and eternal death are contrasted all through
your Bible!

Now notice what God says He will do with
the sinners — the incorrigibly wicked on whom
He has decreed, “The wages of sin is death”
(Rom. 6:23).

1. Did Christ show by His parable of the
tares that there was to be a future harvest?
Mat. 13:30.

CoMMENT: In this parable Christ likened the
earth to a “field” (verse 24), the obedient peo-
ple to “wheat” (verses 25, 29), and the dis-
obedient to “tares” (verses 25, 29, 30).

2. Did Christ say the evil people— the
“tares” — will be BurRNED? Mat. 13:30.

3. Does Psalm 37:20 also indicate the ulti-
mate fate of the wicked will be destruction by
fire?

4. Is there coming a time that will be ex-
tremely hot? Mal. 4:1x. Will this time be so
hot that it will burn — CONSUME — THE
WICKED? Same verse. Since this heat con-
sumes the wicked, will only the righteous be
left?

5. Will the righteous ultimately walk on the
wicked? Mal. 4:3. In what form will the wicked
be? Same verse. Who will burn the wicked up?

6. What did Christ warn the false preachers
of His day — the Scribes and Pharisees —
would be their fate? Mat. 23:33.

CoMMENT: The original Greek word trans-
lated here as ‘“hell,” is “gehenna” — meaning
the Valley of Hinnom. Christ was referring to
the fire that burned in the Valley of Hinnom
as a type of complete destruction of the wicked
by fire. Christ was thus asking these sinning
ministers how they could possibly escape a
COMPLETE DESTRUCTION BY FIRE such
as they saw daily at the city dump, located
in the Valley of Hinnom just outside of Jeru-
salem.
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7. Isn’t the Bible “hell fire” — gehenna fire
which consumes completely those who are put
into it — a lot HOTTER than Dante’s “hell fire”
which he believed to be only hot enough to
torment?

CoMMENT: Yes! — thousands of degrees hot-
ter! The Bible “hell fire” will totally consume the
disobedient! Never will they exist again. This
is a fearful warning to those who know God’s
truth and still refuse to obey it! “For the wages
of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans
6:23). If you believe this scripture means what
it says, then you know the ¢ruth. But, unfortu-
nately, most theologians and their blind fol-
lowers try to twist and distort what Paul said
into something else — to eternal life in torment.

Could anything be clearer than this scrip-
ture? The wages, or reward, of sin is shown
to be death, but eternal life is stated to be a
gift from God — not something we already have.

Death means just that — cessation of life and
consciousness — total oblivion! In spite of the
vain attempts of many preachers to make death
mean separation from God, you cannot recon-
cile this with Scripture. Nor does death mean
eternal life in the horrifying torments of an
imaginary ‘“hell.”

The false doctrine of a non-consuming, but on-
ly torturing “hell fire,” which is used to frighten
so many deceived human beings, is a prepos-
terous LIE! Its author is the father of lies —
Satan the Devil! (John 8:44.) If you are one
who has been deceived by this doctrine, and are
suffering mental torment because of it, MAY
GOD HELP YOU TO UNDERSTAND THE
TRUTH!

HELL Is Destruction of Earth’s
Surface by Fire

And now comes a most interesting revela-
tion! Of what does hell itself consist? Forget
now all ideas you may have had as to what
hell may be, and all that you have been led to
believe it might be. Read now in your own
Bible what God the Father reveals “hell fire” 1s
going to be. For “hell fire” does not even exist
yet! — astounding as that may sound. Here’s the
amazing truth from your own Bible!

1. If people persist in disobeying God, where
did Christ warn they would ultimately find
themselves? Mark 9:43-45. Won’t they find
themselves in “hell fire” — GEHENNA FIRE — @
place of destruction?

2. Are whoremongers, murderers, liars, and
such types — people who use the various mem-
bers of their bodies, such as their hands, feet
and eyes to disobey the commands of God —
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ultimately to find themselves in this “lake” of
fire and brimstone? Rev. 21:8.

CoMMENT: A large fire often has the appear-
ance of a fiery lake. That is why this colossal
world-end fire is compared to a “lake” of fire!

3. Will it cause their death? Rev. 21:8. Which
death will it cause? Same verse.

CoMmMENT: All of us must die once, because
we just “wear out” (Heb. 9:27), but if anyone
dies the second death, referred to in Rev. 21:8,
it is because that person has been judged guilty
of persistent disobedience. The second death is
ETERNAL death!

4. Does Rev. 20:13 verify the fact that the
evil will be cast into this coming lake of fire
only after the coming judgment?

5. Will all mortals NoT written in the book of
(eternal) life be cast into this lake of fire? Rev.
20:15.

CoMMENT: Here is God’s — not man’s — but
God’s description of what “hell fire” will be! It
is yet in the future, having never occurred be-
fore. And nothing is said anywhere in the en-
tire Bible about descending beneath the earth
into this final “hell fire,” or of torture for all
eternity! Rather, the Bible shows destruction
for all eternity of all unsaved human beings
who shall be cast into this lake of fire. All con-
trary ideas have been handed down to us from

paganism.

6. What is this “lake of fire” actually to be
— our earth’s surface burning up? II Peter 3:10.
Are all the things man has created on this earth
to be burned up along with those who will not
have been born as spirit beings into the King-
dom of God? Same verse.

7. Is the lake of fire, into which the Beast
and False Prophet are cast alive at Christ’s
second coming, a type of this great worldwide
fire? Rev. 19:20.

CoMmMENT: The small prototype “lake of fire”
of Rev. 19:20, which will burn in the Valley of
Hinnom at Christ’s return, foreshadows the final
lake of fire which will consume the entire earth’s
surface much later, making it a molten mass!

8. What is meant in Revelation 20:14 by the
words, “death and hell were cast into the lake
of fire”?

CoMMENT: The original Greek word, which
is here translated “hell” is “hades,” which means
the grave. Only unrepentant sinners who refuse
to obey God will be left mortal at this time.
Since no other mortal human beings will be
born after this time, there obviously will be
no one else who could die. Therefore, death and
the grave will cease completely when the lake of
fire engulfs the entire earth to DESTROY the in-
corrigible wicked, and cleanse it of all that per-
tained to mortal mankind.
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9. What will be Satan’s part in this coming
“hell fire”? Rev. 20:10.

CoMmMENT: Satan will be cast into the same
conflagration that will destroy the wicked mor-
tal people. But since he is a spirit being, he
will not be touched by this flame (Luke 20:36).

Observe that when “hell fire” does occur in the
future, Satan will be in it — not in the role of
torturing people, as he is represented by the
false “hell fire” doctrine of this world, but in the
role of himself being ‘“tormented” mentally in
it — of seeing all that he has ever worked for
go up in smoke and flame! (Write for the free
article, “Satan’s Fate,” to learn of the Devil’s
punishment after being cast into the lake of
fire.)

Notice the word “are” in the phrase “where
the beast and false prophet are” (Rev. 20:10).
In some Bibles this word is in italics, which
shows it was added later by the translators.
This word is not found in the Greek manu-
scripts. The phrase should read, ‘“where the
beast and the false prophet were,” for these two
mortal individuals — the coming great military
and religious leaders — will long since have been
destroyed by the time Satan is put in this flame.

‘“‘Hell Fire’’—‘““Never Be
Quenched’’?

1. Did Jesus speak of unquenchable fire in
Mark 9:43-48? Was He speaking of “gehenna’-
fire? Notice that the Greek word for ‘“hell” in
verses 43, 45 and 47 is “gehenna.”

CoMMENT: Jesus repeated five times for em-
phasis, that this coming “hell fire” (gehenna)
which shall destroy the wicked, would never
be “quenched.” But the vast majority of peo-
ple have carelessly assumed that the phrase,
“go into hell, into the fire that never shall be
quenched” (verse 43), is just one more proof
that an eternal, tormenting fiery hell for the
wicked has been roaring continuously under-
ground, and will continue forever.

Notice now God’s own inspired explanation of
unquenchable “hell fire.”

Christ constantly used the Jerusalem refuse
or garbage fire, that burned in the Valley of
Hinnom which bordered Jerusalem on the
south, to illustrate the final “hell fire”—the final
“gehenna fire” which is to occur at the time of
the future purification of the earth’s surface.

But was the fire that burned the city refuse
quenched in those days? The fires in the Valley
of Hinnom kept burning as long as there were
bodies of dead people, animals, or refuse, to
burn. Then they naturally went out! It is im-
portant to notice that these fires accomplished
their purpose of consuming the dead bodies and
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refuse, and that it was only after they had ac-
Al complished this purpose that they burned them-
selves out. But they never were quenched, or
put out, prematurely by anyone! The flames
merely died out when they had nothing more
to consume. It could have been said of these
fires, “They shall not be quenched by anyone.”
They didn’t have to be!

So Jesus used the fire in the Valley of Hin-
nom, which wasn’t quenched by anyone, as a
TYPE of the great future worldwide gehenna
“hell fire.”

2. Now we’ll let the Bible further interpret
the meaning of “unquenchable fire.” Did God,
over 2500 years ago, warn the wicked inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem that He would kindle a fire
in Jerusalem’s gates which would devour the
palaces? Jer. 17:27. Did God say this fire “shall
not be quenched”?

CommeNT: This fire did occur a few years
later and it did destroy all the houses of Jeru-
salem (Jer. 52:13). Since God said no person
or thing would quench this fire (“it shall not
be quenched”), and since it is not burning to-
day, it obviously went out by itself after ac-
complishing its purpose!

3. And now for another example. What pun-
ishment befell the notorious cities of Sodom
and Gomorrah? Gen. 19:24. Was it literal fire
that destroyed human beings? Luke 17:29.
What do we read in Jude 7 about this event?
Did they have to “suffer the vengeance of eter-
nal fire”? Is there still a fire burning in those
cities which God set aflame long ago and de-
stroyed? Of course not!

CoMMENT: “Eternal fire” means a fire whose
results are permanent or everlasting — not a
fire that burns forever! Sodom and Gomorrah
have never been rebuilt.

The fires which burned these cities went out
of themselves when they CONSUMED all combust-
ible material! Clearly none of these scriptures
can be used to show that “fire that shall not
be quenched” will torment people forever and
ever!

4. Now try this experiment. Get a pan and
place some paper in it. Now strike a match to
the paper. Notice how it burns. What happens
to the fire after it consumes the paper? It goes
out! Did anyone “quench” it? Of course not!
Notice that only ashes are left.

5. Are the wicked to be reduced to ashes by
the fire which will destroy the earth’s surface?
Mal. 4:3. How can ashes be tormented forever
and ever? Then the “wages of sin is DEATH” by a

P. Gross Photo

Nebuzaradan burned Jerusalem with UNQUENCHABLE
fire (Jer. 52:12-13). But the city is NOT burning today!
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reduction of the sinner to ashes, and is an
eternal — everlasting — punishment, and not an
everlasting punishing by torment, isn’t it?
CoMMENT: Punishing is a continuous action.
Punishment has a time limit! God is merciful!
6. Does God promise the righteous a better
world after this one is purified by fire? II Peter
2ir 3
God Is Love — and Justice!

The primary reason so many men and organi-
zations of men have a false conception of “hell”
is that they view the doctrine of hell just as an
isolated doctrine. They fail to UNDERSTAND the
overall purpose of God in putting man on this
earth, of offering him the choice of receiving
the gift of eternal life, if he obeys, or everlast-
ing punishment (not punishing) for disobe-
dience.

God created man in His own image and like-
ness (Gen. 1:26). In the Garden of Eden, He
instructed man in the way that would lead to
eternal life. Then He told man that doing the
wrong thing — eating of the fruit of the tree
which God had forbidden — would lead to death
(Gen. 2:17). But Satan, the FATHER of all lies
(John 8:44), told the woman, “Ye shall not
surely die” (Gen. 3:4). He told her she had an
“immortal soul”! And man has been believing

that lie ever since!

' God’s purpose is to develop holy, righteous
character in man which will make man fit to
receive eternal life. God gave ancient Israel His
commandments, “that it might be well with
them, and with their children for ever” (Deut.
5:29).

God’s decrees are always for man’s good. They
are not designed as arbitrary decrees which God
has set in order to have some excuse for plung-
ing men into flames of fire! Where do men get
such ideas about God? Certainly not from the
Bible!

God created man in His own image in order
that man might develop holy character so God
could entrust him with the precious gift of eter-
nal life. Notice that God offered Adam and Eve
life on one hand, and death on the other.

If an individual rebels against God, is unre-
pentant and unteachable, then God knows he
would also ABUSE ETERNAL LIFE! If given eter-
nal life while in this sinning condition, he would
bring misery on himself and others for all eter-
nity by his wrong ways. Certainly the KINDEST
THING God could do is Nor give this person
eternal life!

The gift of eternal life for obedience — and
the reward of death — eternal death — for dis-
obedience are stressed all through your Bible.
Only this is consistent with the Scriptures, and
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with God’s plan and purpose — and His charac-
ter of supreme love! God will not, because of
His infinite love, take away anyone’s life because
of ignorance or weakness, but only if they wil-
fully and knowingly refuse to obey their Creator.

The warning of “hell fire” should be a FEAR-
FUL WARNING to those who know God’s
truth and still stubbornly refuse to obey it! It
should bring the somber realization that unless
we surrender to God’s will and His way of love,
and refuse to let anything turn us aside, God

will take away forever the life He has given us!

“Worm That Dieth Not”

A startling statement is found in Mark 9:44,
46 and 48. In these verses of Scripture, Christ
spoke of a worm that ‘“dieth not.” Who ever
heard of the immortality of worms?!

Some people think that Jesus was referring to
people as worms and was trying to say that
these ‘“people” never died — but lived on in
agonizing torment. Those who say this fail to
notice that Jesus does not call the wicked peo-
ple “worms,” but instead speaks of their worm.
A similar statement is made in Isaiah 66:24 in
which “their worm” refers to the “worm” of the
“carcasses.” Since it is the “worm” of the
wicked, then the wicked themselves cannot be
the “worms.”

The Lexicons define the Hebrew (Isa. 66:24)
and Greek (Mark 9:44) words translated
“worm” as a grub or maggot.

Christ was not teaching the immortality of
people or worms! Notice what Jesus really
meant.

If anything, especially a dead body, landed
on a ledge above the garbage fires of “gehenna,”
it would be devoured by many worms or mag-
gots which were kept alive by the animal and
vegetable substances deposited there.

It was to these worms that Christ was refer-
ring when He said, “their worm dieth not.” But
Christ didn’t mean that each individual worm
continued to live forever!

Actually, these maggots come from eggs de-
posited by flies. Here is the cycle. These eggs
give rise to larvae — maggots — which eat flesh
and other garbage. They continue in this form
a few days, then go through a change called
pupation, and finally emerge as flies. The worms
don’t die — they become flies!

These are scientific facts, known by any real
student of science. And yet some people think
that Christ ignorantly stated that these larvae
continued to live forever in that stage of develop-
ment! This just goes to show that we should
always be careful to use wisdom and common

s
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sense in studying God’s Word. The Holy Spirit
is the spirit of a sound mind (II Timothy 1:7).
Let’s rightly use the minds God gave us!

The Greek word which was inspired, and
translated into the word “worm” in Mark 9:44,
simply means a grub or maggot, and is a col-
lective expression — like “fish” or ‘“‘deer”— for
worms that devour dead matter. These worms
do not die, but pupate and become flies. Later,
these flies, like all other creatures, will return
to the dust from which they came. “All are of
the dust, and all turn to dust again” (Kccl.
3:20).

In Isaiah 66:24, we again find that the in-
spired word simply means a common grub or a
maggot. These worms or larvae also feed on the
dead bodies for a few days, and then emerge as
flies. Thus, these worms ‘“die not” but continue
to develop into flies just as any normal, healthy
maggot! The flies continue to deposit their eggs
only as long as there are dead bodies or other
matter for the larvae to feed on.

How utterly ridiculous and laughable is the
idea that worms have immortal souls! Eccl. 3:19
shows that no living creature is born with an
immortal soul.

The Bible is one book that makes good sense!
So let us always carefully study these perplex-
ing scriptures through, and not jump to our own
conclusions.

Let’s live by God’s Word so we may receive
the gift of eternal life, and not the wages of sin
which is death (Rom. 6:23). This death will
come by a fire which God will not permit to be
quenched — but will burn itself out by con-
suming this earth’s surface, and all of the
wicked who will then become nothing but ashes
(Mal. 4:1).

If we will honestly search the scriptures and
live by them, we will most certainly inherit
eternal life.

Lazarus and the Rich Man

Jesus’ parable of Lazarus and the rich man
(Luke 16:19-31) is perhaps one of the most —
if not the most— outstanding texts used by
those who seek to prove there is a fiery hell in
which the wicked are suffering excruciating tor-
ture today.

Exactly what did Jesus intend to illustrate
by this parable? Let’s get the facts straight!

1. Did Lazarus — a poor but righteous beg-
gar mentioned in this parable — DIE? Luke
16:22. Was he carried by angels to “Abraham’s
bosom”?

CoMMENT: God gave Abraham and his “seed”
the promise of the earth for an eternal inherit-
ance. If we are Christ’s, we are considered by
God as Abraham’s seed — children — and are
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thus also heirs with Abraham to receive this
promise (Gal. 3:29). Through faith we may all
become ““children of Abraham” (Gal. 3:7). This
is an INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP — a close or bosom
relationship — to Abraham. We are to be in
close contact with him in sharing this promise.
It is like being taken to Abraham’s bosom
(Luke 16:22). And so righteous Lazarus was
taken to Abraham’s bosom in this parable.

When, then, did Abraham actually receive
these promises? The startling answer of Scrip-
ture is — HE DIDN'T! — he has not, even yet in
our day, inherited these promises!

We learned in Lesson 13 that Abraham will
inherit the promises at the resurrection of the
just, when Christ returns to establish the King-
dom of God on earth.

And what about Lazarus, the beggar of Jesus’
parable? He, being intimately related to Abra-
ham, spiritually speaking, will also receive the
promises when he is resurrected at that same
time! Lazarus is a type of Abraham’s children
who are to receive the promises at the resur-
rection.

2. But what about the sinful rich man of
Jesus’ parable? Did he also die? Luke 16:22.
And is the next picture we see of him one where
he is lifting his eyes from the grave — not from
a fiery hell of eternal torment — but the grave,
and calling to the resurrected Abraham for a
few drops of water to cool only his tongue,
being in mental torment? Luke 16:23-24. How
could he lift up his eyes unless he were resur-
rected?

CoMMENT: The word “hell” used here is
translated from the original Greek word hades,
which you know means the “grave.” It is not
from the Greek word gehenna, which represents
the future lake of fire that will destroy the
wicked forever. The rich man, at this moment,
is pictured as coming up out of his GRAVE
through a resurrection.

When Christ comes, the righteous will be
resurrected to immortality, and Christ will say,
“Come ye blessed [who are here Abraham and
the beggar]| inherit the kingdom prepared for
you . . .” (Mat. 25:31-34). Abraham and Laz-
arus will have escaped, through the sacrifice of
Christ, the judgment of eternal death by “hell
fire” — they will have been immortal for over
1000 years BEFORE the rich man is resurrected
to be burned in the lake of fire (Rev. 20:15).
Until then, he has been dead in the grave hav-
ing no recollection of the passing of time (Eccl.
9:5). But at his resurrection from the grave,
the rich man sees the flames of the lake of fire
surrounding him, which he knows will DESTROY
HIM FOREVER. Being in great mental agony, he
asks for just a little water to cool his tongue
which has become dry from his mental anguish.
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He does not ask for buckets full of water to
put the fire out. An impossibility, he knows.

3. What will Abraham then answer the rich
man? Luke 16:25, 26.

CoMMENT: The great gulf between the two
will be the difference between mortality and
immortality. Those who are made immortal shall
never die because they will be born of God
(Rev. 20:6). Abraham and the beggar will be
on the immortal side of this gulf — the mortal
unrighteous rich man on the other, facing eter-
nal death by fire.

And many of the condemned will, like the
rich man, want their relatives warned, not know-
ing that all will already have had their chance
to be saved (Luke 16:27, 28). (For additional
information on this parable, send immediately
for Mr. Armstrong’s free booklet, Lazarus and
the Rich Man. You have never read anything
like it!)

How clear that the PARABLE of “Lazarus
and the Rich Man” DOES NOT PROVE
ETERNAL PUNISHING by God! Rather, by
this parable, Christ was preaching the Good
News of sALvVATION!! He was picturing the res-
urrection to eternal life and the inheritance of
the Kingdom of God on this earth forever.

Christ was also picturing the alternative of
eternal life — ETERNAL DEATH in the lake of fire
. —if we don’t accept the Good News of how we
may be saved, and Act upon it!

Uhat our

STUDENTS SAY

(Continued from page 2)

part of the lesson. And, indeed, when I tried
prayer, I discovered just how important it was.
Never have I had such a direct, remarkable
answer to any prayer!”

— Man, Los Angeles, California
® Have you tried PRAYER, as this student did?

Wasn’t Disappointed

“It doesn’t seem possible it has been four
years since I first heard you on KXEL radio.
I only wish I had heard you years sooner. I had
tried to read the Bible, but gave up each time
because it seemed such a jumbled mess. But
I figured there must be a key to it, but where to
find it, I didn’t know. After hearing you every
day for a week, I was sure you had the key, so I
sent in for your Correspondence Course and I
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certainly was not disappointed. I am so happy
now that I can understand so much of the
Bible.”

—B. M., Waterloo, Iowa

Like a Searchlight!

“Like so many people today I thought I was
too busy to study the Bible lessons after they
arrived. But once I did take time to start read-
ing, I couldn’t quit. I’ve read and listened to
hundreds of people trying to explain the Bible.
But frankly, a lot, or most of it, I couldn’t
understand. I listen to your WorLD TOMORROW
broadcast every day. Between the lessons and
listening to you, it’s like a great big light was
turned on somewhere, so I can understand every-
thing better. I've always believed in God, and
that he does live today. And that the only way
man will ever live in peace on this earth God
gave us, is for Him to rule it. No human can. I
just wanted to say thank you, and although that
sounds like a very small, and much used phrase,
I can’t think of anything better to say, because
you helped so many so much.”

— Gale 1., Netawaka, Kansas

Lifelong Search

“T have been searching for the truth since I
was a teen-age boy and was supposed to memor-
ize the . . . catechism which I was to recite
in church. I started to memorize the catechism,
but checked all the scriptures and came to the
conclusion that I did not believe their doctrine
and refused to join and consequently was the
black sheep of a large family. I have searched
for a reasonable doctrine ever since and believe
that I have found it through the Correspondence
Course lessons, The PLaIN TrRUTH magazine and
the booklets I have received from you. I am now
75 years old.”

—Student, Saskatchewan, Canada

From Ireland

“I have just received my first lesson in your
Bible Correspondence Course and I have never
before in my life experienced anything like
it. It is the first religious knowledge that I
have been able to believe in at first reading
without demanding further proof. Although I
was brought up in the . . . faith, I could never
really understand the significance of the Bible
— in fact, I thought it was completely irrelevant
to today’s modern way of life, but now I see
how stupid I am. I cannot wait for my second
lesson to begin.”

— Man, Belfast, Northern Ireland

e The Bible is the most MODERN, up-to-date
book you can study. It reports tomorrow’s world
news — TODAY!



