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STUDENTS SAY

‘“Amazed’’

“I received my second test card and the ogth
lesson in the Bible Course last week, and never
cease to be amazed at how plain God’s Word is
made for us. I really enjoy the opportunity of
studying these lessons. Am enclosing a small
offering. I wish it could be more, but I very
seldom have money of my own.”

— Woman from Ohio

Almost Becomes an Atheist

“I heard the WorLp TomMorrow broadcast at
a time when I began to doubt the existence of
God. I worked with two atheists to whom I
had listened and became quite confused. I tried
to understand the Bible but couldn’t. Thinking
these men were very educated, I was fast taking
sides with them against God. The words I heard
on your program, however, seemed more educa-
tional than any I had ever heard, so I continued
to listen and began to understand the Bible. I
thank God for hearing your broadcast. I am now
taking the Bible Correspondence Course which
makes Bible study easy.”

—Man from Michigan

Secret Things Made Clear
“Thank you very much for the Bible Corre-
spondence Course. I am now studying my Bible
with great interest and am very thankful that
the secret things of God are being made so clear
to me.”
—Woman, Potsdam-Babelsberg, E. Germany

Enjoys Writing Lessons

“T have been receiving the Bible Correspon-
dence Course for several years and have always
written out all of the given Bible verses in large
notebooks. I enjoy doing it, and it gives me the
chance to review the lessons from time to time.”

—Student, Lyons, France

Dispels Confusion

“Thank you for the Bible Correspondence
Course. After just nine lessons I can look back
in amazement at the confusion in which I held

the Bible.” —H.C., Belfast, Ireland

Was Starved!
“I’'m sitting here studying my Bible Corre-
spondence Course, and am getting sleepy. It’s
(Please continue on page 106)
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NASA research scientist
inspects low density wind
tunnel of the Ames Re-
search Center at Moffett Field, California. In this
fantastic atomic and space age, man’s scientific genius
is virtually exploding in every direction! Yet
scientists have not “discovered” the GOD who
originally made, and set in motion, the physical laws
governing their scientific achievements. There is a
reason’ WHY'!
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GOD REVEALS HIMSELF!

E LIVE in an age of skepticism—an age

Qx; of doubt and disbelief! And no wonder.

Modern education has put a premium

on materialism. The mere mention of “God” in

the classroom provokes laughter and RIDICULE.

Morality has been thrown to the wind!

Is God a myth? An invention of an ignorant,

superstitious past? This question still haunts
many a mind. Let’s understand the truth!/

The DEATH of God?

Today theoclogians and ministers, who claim
to be “Christian,” are promulgating the idea
that God is pEAD—or that He simply never was!

It’s time that “Christian Atheism” was ex-
posed for the fraud that it is. Why do men want
to believe God is dead?

The answer is simple. Men do not want to
admit the AaurHORITY of God over their lives.
They refuse to accept the Bible as God’s au-
thoritative revelation to mankind!

With a convenient theology where Gop no
longer exists, obviously there would be no need
to oBEY Him. Each man can do what is right in
his own eyes. Each man can establish his own
moral principles—set up his own “set of rules”
to live by.

Each man thus becomes an authority unto
himself! God is totally left out of the picture!

The research chemist
cannot isolate God in
a test tube. Yet the very
existence of God-
created chemicals and
their reaction are witness
to His existence!
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Most of the world is ignorant of the REAL-
ITY OF GOD! All creation stands as a witness
to the existence of a great Supreme CREATOR!
That Creator is ALMIGHTY Gob!

And that God inspired the writing of the Bible
—His Instruction Book for mankind. There is
no reason for anyone to remain in ignorance of
God’s existence today!

WHY God Must Reveal Himself

God is invisible spirit. But man—Ilimited by
his physical senses and instruments—cannot
DETECT spirit. Therefore, God must specially
reveal Himself to mortal mankind.

Because man is aware of only the physical
world around him, many have carelessly as-
sumed that spirit beings do not exist. What
folly!

Gop really does exist—as we are soon going
to see! Actually, spirit beings are more real than
we—for they have existed longer, have far
superior minds, and are incomparably more
powerful! '

Indeed man in his present form is as nothing.
God says so! “All nations before Him are as
nothing; and they are counted to Him Iless
than nothing, and vanity” (Isa. go0:17). And
they would remain so if God didn’t have mar-
velous plans for mankind!
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God Challenges the Doubters!

Listen to what Almighty God says to those
who doubt His existence: “The fool hath said
in his heari;, ‘There is no God’” (Ps. 14:1).

Is God unreasonable? Does He expect you to
accept and believe in that which is unprovable
and unreasonable?

ABSOLUTELY NOT!

God says, “Come now, and let us reason to-
gether” (Isa. 1:18). He wants us to have basic
proofs. He exhorts us to “Prove all things”
(I Thes. 5:21). He knows we will not really be
satisfied any other way.

The fact that God commands us to prove
His existence shows that He has made ample
provision to satisfy the sound and unprejudiced
mind.

Yes, God has made available the means by
which you can KNow He does exist! This fact
should stand supreme above all other knowledge
in our minds.

The Time to KNOW God!

We are at the virtual end of an age—the
6ooo-year period in which God has allowed man
to be his own master and the molder of his own
destiny.

We're now at the very threshold of the “Day
of the Lord”— the Day of God’s WRATH upon
rebellious mankind! It is to be a time such
as never was before, nor shall be again
(Mat. 24:21).

It’s time we wake up to the realities that con-
front us! For Almighty God is soon going to
intervene in world affairs by great physical signs
and wonders which men will actually see and
FEEL! '

God is already beginning to uproot the “little
world” we have created for ourselves! Disrup-
TIONS on the earth are already beginning to
occur! And the prophesied “signs in the sun, and
in the moon, and in the stars” (Luke 21:25)
will soon be seen!

GOD IS BEGINNING TO INTERVENE
PERSONALLY!!

Here is your opportunity to KNOW THE
ETERNAL GOD BEFORE THE FULL FURY
OF HIS WRATH IS UNLEASHED!

Yes, God is going to take a very definite and
active part in your life from here on out! And
when men see and feel the awesome power of
God in action, they will finally be convinced
that Gop does exist!

Lesson 9

What About [i?

Just who, or what, is God? When and how
did He originate? Or has He existed forever?
Where is He? What does He look like? What
are His surroundings like? Does God think as
we do? What great powers and wonderful attri-
butes does He possess?

What is the Holy Spirit? What is God’s
relationship to the Holy Spirit? And what is
Christ’s relationship to the “Father”?

Did God create the heavens and the earth
and all we see therein? Did He formulate laws
by which the universe functions? Is God sus-
tainer and ruler of all things?

And is the Bible really God’s inspired Word—
can we depend on it? i

These, and many other questions, come to
mind when the word “God” is mentioned. You
will find the answers to all these questions in
the following pages of this Bible Course.

GOD IS ABOUT TO REVEAL HIMSELF
in a real and tangible way that will simply
astound you!

And once having revealed Himself, God will
give you irrefutable proof that all He says in
the Bible is true!

This lesson, like all others, is extremely impor-
tant to you. Have you prayed to God for under-
standing? If not, go to a private place, kneel
down, and ask Him for spiritual understanding
and wisdom. Ask God to help you grasp and
APPLY the knowledge this lesson will reveal to
you in the Bible.

Don’t forget to WRITE OUT THE SCRIP-
TURES which answer the questions. This will
help you greatly in reviewing and remembering
what you have learned.

Now to begin the lesson itself!

LESSON 9

WHO-WHAT Is God?

Nearly all of us have been reared from child-
hood to AssuMEi that “God” is one individual
person. But your Bible reveals “God” is a king-
dom, or family—composed of more than one
divine person! Here are the facts:

1. Did “God” create the universe? Gen. 1:1.
Does Gen. 1:26 reveal that God is a plurality
of persons? Notice the words, “God said, let
s, .22
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“In the beginning GOD created the heavens and the
earth” (Gen. 1:1). Shown are two small segments

of our own galaxy, the Milky Way, which contains

approximately 100 BILLION suns!

CoMMENT: The original Hebrew word for
“God” in Gen. 1:1 and throughout the account
of the creation is EromiM, which actually means
more than one! It is the plural form of the
Hebrew word “El” “Eloah,” which can be
correctly translated as “Mighty One.” The
plural form, as used in your Bible, means “The
Mighty ONES”—more than just one person.

Elohim is a uniplural noun, such as “church,”

r “family,” or “kingdom,” which stands for a
SINGLE CLASS composed of two or more individ-
uals. Elohim, then, means the “God ngdoni

or “God Family.”

And so “God” is not merely one person—
GOD IS A FAMILY! God is A KINGDOM—
the Supreme Divine Family which created and
RULES the universe!

The GOSPEL JESUS BROUGHT to man-
kind is simply the GOOD NEWS OF THE
KINGDOM OF GOD—and that Kingdom is
God. And, incredible as it may sound, Jesus
taught that humans can be born into the ruling
divine FamiLy of God! But more about this
later.

Now let’s understand who are the specific in-
dividuals presently composing ‘“Elohim”— the
God Kingdom.

2. Was the “Word” with God when “God”
created the universe? John 1:1. Is the Word also
“God”? Same verse. Did the Word do the actual
work of creating all things? Verse 3. And did the
Word later become a flesh and blood human
being? Verse 14.

3. Does the Bible plainly tell us J esus Christ
created all the material universe—including this
earth and mankind? Eph. 3:9 and Col. 1:16-17.
Then does the “Word” of John 1:1 obuviously
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refer to Jesus Christ? And would the other
member of the God Kingdom have to be the
divine Person who later became known as the
“Father”? I Cor. 8:6.

CoMMENT: John 1:1 and Gen. 1:1 are two
accounts of the same event—the original crea-
tion of the universe. They both reveal that these
two Supreme Beings of the God Kingdom,
planning in perfect accord, created all things.

The Greek word which is translated < into
English as “Word,” in John 1:1, is Logos. It
literally means spokesman, or one who speaks.
And so everything was made by the SPOKESMAN,
or the Locos, who became CHRIST!

It was the Logos of the God Family who said
(spoke), “Let us make man in OUR image,” thus
executing - His awesome office as the very exe-
cutive of the God Family!

4. Notice who is greater in the God King-
dom. Did Jesus say He and His Father are
“one”? John 10:30 and 17:11. But did He also
admit that the Father is greater in authority
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than He? John 14:28. Notice also I Cor. 11:3.

CoMMENT: Since the Father is greater in au-
thority and since Christ—the “Word,” or Logos
(John 1:1)—made all things for the Father,
then it is evident that the Father has always
been in SUPREME command in the Kingdom of
God—even before the beginning of the material
creation!

A ‘‘Father-Son’’ Relationship

The Father and Christ have been shown to
constitute the Kingdom, or Family of God. Now
we need to understand how the “Father”-and-
“Son” relationship developed between these two
Supreme Beings.

1. Did the Logos (Christ) later become a
flesh and blood human being? Heb. 2:9, 14.
Why? Same verses.

CoMMENT: All mankind has sinned (Rom.
3:23). And “the wages of sin is {eternal}
death”! (Rom. 6:23.)

The Logos became a mortal man so He could
die to pay the death penalty for the sins of ALL
mankind! For Christ’s human life was more valu-
able than the lives of all human beings put
together because He was God incarnate—Gop
made flesh! (John 1:14.)

2. How did the Logos become a mortal man?
Mat. 1:20-21. Did Jesus therefore inherit His
human nature from His mortal mother Mary?

3. Was He begotten of the Father by His
Holy Spirit? Verse 20. Then did Jesus (the
Logos) become the begotten “Son’ of God, the
“Father”? And did the Father assume the title
of “HEAVENLY FATHER” for this miraculous be-
gettal? Mat. 18: 19, 35.

CoMMENT: Jesus was begotten within His
human mother Mary. But unlike all other men,
He was miraculously begotten of Gobp by the
agency and power of God’s Spirit. He thus be-
came the “Son” of God. He called God His
“Father.” And so began the “Father”’-and-“Son”
relationship which is a FamILY relationship!

4. After His resurrection from the dead, was
Christ restored to His former great power and
glory as God? Rev. 3:21. Then is the Kingdom
of God plainly the ruling Family of God—com-
posed at present of the Father and Son—to
which the God Family is in the process of adding
many other Sons of God? Rom. 8:29. Notice
the words, “firstborn among MaNY brethren.”

CoMMENT: The “Father”’-and-“Son” relation-
ship of the God Kingdom clearly began when
Jesus was begotten in His mother Mary by His
heavenly Father.

Lesson 9

Christ —‘““LORD GOD’’ of the
Old Testament

1. Did the One who later became the Father
take no direct part in the affairs of -this world
in Old Testament times? John r:18 and 5:37.

2. But what does the New Testament say of
Christ, the “Word,” who was taking an active
part then? I Cor. 10:4. Is the “Rock” one of
His titles? Same verse.

3. Was this Rock called the “Lorp” in Old
Testament times? II Sam. 22:2-3.

CoMMENT: In the King James Authorized
Version of the Bible, the word “Lorp” is fre-
quently used, and usually appears in small capi-
tal letters. Wherever this word appears in capital
letters, it is translated from the Hebrew word
“yHVH.”

In writing in Hebrew, the vowels are omitted.
They are supplied only in speaking the language.
Thus the precise pronunciation of “yHVH” is not
definitely known. Today it is commonly assumed
to be Yahveh or Yahweh.

The vHvVH, when more correctly translated,
implies “The ETERNAL” or the EvErLIVING ONE,
rather than “Lord.” This Hebrew word reveals
that the LORD GOD OF THE OLD TESTA-
MENT IS THE CHRIST OF OUR DAY!
Notice this further in your Bible:

4. Did David speak of this same Rock or
Lord as his “God”? Ps. 18:1-2.

ComMENT: The word “God” actually has two
meanings: the God Kingdom, or the Family of
God; and the PErsoNs composing that King-
dom, or Family. Christ and the Father are ONE
God—one “ELoHIM”—Dbut two separate persons!

But the Lord — Yohveh — was the ACTIVE
PARTNER of the One we now know as the Father,
in guiding Old Testament Israel. He was “God”
—the divine Spokesman, or ‘“Word” of the
Godhead—in Old Testament times. And it was
Yahveh who spoke to Adam and Eve in the
Garden of Eden!

And so the “Lorp” who spoke and was seen
of men was always Jesus Christ. For no one has
ever seen the Father (John 1:18; 5:37).

5. Who did Christ tell Israel He was? Isa.
48:17. Is the term “Lord thy God” used here?
This was the Word—not the Father—who
spoke. What did He tell Israel He had done,
and what He would be to them in the future?
Isa. 43:15.

6. Was it also the Word—Christ—who gave
the TeNn ComMANDMENTS? Ex. 20:1-2. Also read
verses 3 through 17.

ComMENT: The Hebrew word for Lord in
Exodus 20 is Yahveh. So here again it was the
Logos—who later became Christ—who was
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doing the actual work of giving the Ten Com-
mandments, for the Father had turned this work
over to Him!

7. Did this same “Lord God” prophesy that
in the future—in the Millennium—He would
actively gather Israel out of the nations where
they had been scattered? Ezek. 11:17. And when
He, as Christ the Son, has subdued all things,
what will He do? I Cor. 15:28.

ComMENT: How plain it is that the divine
Person of the God Family who became the
Christ was the active “Lorp Gop” in Old Testa-
ment times—representing and acting on behalf
of the One who became the Father!

Where Is God?

1. To whom did Christ tell us to address our
prayers? Mat. 6:9. Where is the One whom we
address? Same verse. Did Christ make a direct
statement that the Father is in heaven?
Mat. 7:21.

2. Is there more than one heaven? Gen. 2:1.
The question now arises as to which heaven the
Father is in. Does Christ reveal He went to the
heaven of the Father’s throne after His resurrec-
tion? Rev. 3:21. Is He still there? Same verse.
And is the Father still there? Same verse.

3. How do we know the Father is not in one
of the “heavens” close to this earth? John 3:13.
Notice the words “no man.”

CommeNT: The Bible clearly shows there are
three “heavens.” The first consists of the at-
mosphere surrounding this earth in which the
clouds form. The second consists of the vast
reaches of space beyond the earth’s atmosphere.

Today’s modern jet aircraft soar high above
the earth in the first heaven. And manned space-
craft have but barely penetrated the second
heaven. But the Father is located far beyond the
second heaven, for “no man has ascended” to
God’s throne in the THIRD HEAVEN!

Notice Hebrews 4:14 in the King James Ver-
sion. The expression, “into the heavens,” should
be properly translated from the original inspired
Greek: “Having therefore a great high priest,
who passed through the heavens. . . .” Christ
passed through the visible first and second heav-
ens to reach the heaven of God’s throne—the
third heaven. '

4. Is God associated with “Mount Zion” and
the “heavenly Jerusalem”? Heb. 12:22. Does
Gal. 4:26 also verify the fact that this city is the
heavenly Jerusalem?

CoMMENT: The heavenly Jerusalem and God
the Father will finally come down to this earth
after it is purified. Revelation 21 and 22 de-
scribe this wonderful event. A discussion of
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this marvelous occurrence will be taken up in
later lessons.

5. Does God dwell in a temple on spiritual
Mount Zion? Ps. 11:4. And upon what does
He sit? Same verse.

CoMmMENT: Did you know that God’s Plan is
duol? In the third heaven exists the heavenly
City of Jerusalem. Also the heavenly Mount

NASA Photo Via UPI Telephoto

View of Gemini 7 spacecraft as seen from Gemini 6
during historic rendezvous in the edge of the ““second
heaven.”” Clouds below are in atmosphere of the ‘‘first
heaven.”

Zion, the mount on which the temple of the
“Jerusalem above” is located.

Now in Palestine today exists the earthly
city of Jerusalem. And there has been, and is
to be, an earthly “Mount Zion”’—the temple
mount of the earthly city of Jerusalem on
which the millennial temple of God will stand
(Micah 4:1-2).

The earthly, temporal city and mount are
plainly physical TyPEs of the heavenly mount
and city which are spiritual.” These physical
types are but a few of the many earthly re-
minders of heavenly things so important for us
to be aware of!

6. Will we be able to see spiritual objects
when we are BORN of God—transformed at the
resurrection into spirit beings? I John 3:2.

What Does God Look Like?

Most people think it is impossible to know
what God really looks like. But God has made
it possible. And the description is contained in
your Bible!

The Father and Christ will now become more
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Distant view of Jerusalem from Mounf of Olives. City is a physical reminder of the ‘*heavenly Jerusalem™ located

in the “‘third heaven' of God’s throne.

real and personal to you than ever before! Here
are the details: :

_ 1. Has any human being ever seen the
Father’s shape? John 5:37.

2. Was Christ with the Father before He ap-
peared on this earth as the human Jesus? John
8:38 and 6:46. Then would Christ be in a posi-
tion to describe what the Father looks like?

3. Did Christ reveal the Father to us? John
1:18. Who did Christ say the Father looks like?
John 14:9.- Was Christ a mortal man when He
made this statement? Does the Father therefore
appear like a man?

ComMeNT: Christ clearly indicated that the
Father has the general form and stature of a
mortal man!

4, What did God say at creation which
further verifies the fact that He has the form
of a man? Gen. 1:26. Did He declare that the
invisible things—including God—can be clearly
understood by the wvisible creation—including
mortal man—which God made? Rom. 1:20.

5. But there is more to God’s appearance
than just His form and size. What did Christ ask
the Father to do just before He was taken to
be crucified? John 17:5.

CommMENT: Christ was soon going to be with
the Father again. He was asking the Father to

restore Him to the same GLORIFIED CONDITION
which He had with the Father before He became
a mortal being. He looked forward to having
His former great power and glorified spirit body
restored to Him once again!

6. How do Christ’s and the Father’s powerful,
glorified spirit bodies appear? Rev. 1:13-16. Re-
member that the “Son of man” specifically men-
tioned here is Christ (Dan. 7:13-14).

CoMMENT: To be “glorified” means to have
GREAT POWER and GLORY! The power which the
Father and Christ have is so great that it makes
their human-appearing spirit bodies SHINE AS
BRIGHT as the sun in full strength!

Has God ETERNALLY Existed?

In the Bible God reveals Himself as the

‘Creator of all there is—this vast material uni-

verse, angelic beings, light, life (Rev. 4:11).
Now since God created all these, then He cer-
tainly existed before they did. His time goes
back before all of them.

“But who created God?”’ someone is certain to

‘ask. This question does naturally enter our

minds. Let’s learn the simple answer from the
Blble
. In Lesson 7, it was shown that the “Word 2
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or Logos—who later became Christ—served in
the office of the Father’s High Priest. Christ
was the One who was known as the “Lord God”
by the Old Testament nations. Did He have a
mother or father—did He ever have a “begin-
ning” when He first came into existence?
Heb. 7:3.

2. How long has God existed? Ps. 9o:2. Will
He continue to exist forever? Same verse and
Rev. 4:8-10.

3. Does God promise to give eternal life to
the dead in Christ at the resurrection? John
5:25. Could God impart eternal life if He were
not eternal Himself? Verse 26.

ComMENT: God is eternal. GOD HAS AL-
WAYS BEEN! Do you need a creator for a
being that has always existed? Of course not!

The difficulty in understanding eternity lies
in our human minds. We deal in finite things—
dollars and cents, years, miles, acres, gallons,
pounds. We measure, count and estimate in
units, always arriving at a definite quantity.

But eternity is without beginning. It is with-
out end! Eternity cannot be limited to a definite
number of years. Even as mumbers can go on
forever, so does God’s life into both the past and
the future.

Those things which have not always existed
require a creator. But things which have always
existed need no creator.

The material universe was created at a
definite time in the past. Both science and scrip-
ture are firm on this point. Therefore the cre-
ation is temporal and had a creator. Since all
in existence except the Creator is temporal, then
He must BE ETERNAL! He could not have had
a beginning of days!

GOD ALONE IS ETERNAL!

God Is Spirit

1. God has already shown us that He has a
body (Rev. 1:13-16). But what does God say
He is composed of? John 4:24.

CoMmMENT: Now we see one of the great dif-
ferences between God and man. God is com-
posed of invisible spirit. Man is but mortal flesh
and blood—composed of the earth (I Cor.
15:47).

Let’s notice another great difference between
God and man.

2. What is God’s characteristic attitude? Ps.
99:9.

CoMMENT: The word “holy” means pure of
heart or free from sin. Since God is composed
of spirit and has this holy attitude, it is correct
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to call God a “Holy Spirit.” God is the very
PERSONIFICATION of The Holy Spirit.

3. Is there anyone who is as Holy as God?
I Sam. 2:2.

CoMmMENT: Since both the Father and Christ
constitute God—the Family of God—both indi-
vidually have the Holy Spirit. The HoLy SPIRIT
is the one harmonious, perfect holy attitude of
MIND which is shared by both Father and Son.
This -spirit or attitude of mind is called The
Holy Spirit! There is but oNE perfect Spirit!
(Eph. 4:4.)

God Is CREATOR and SUSTAINER

1. Is God’s Spirit also the Spirit of great
power? Gen. 1:1-3 and Jer. 32:17.

CoMMENT: It was by the Spirit of God that
God originally created and later re-fashioned
our earth, as shown in the first chapter of
Genesis.

The Holy Spirit is the very power of God! It
expresses the unified creative will of the God
Family. It transformed spirit energy from
God into the material world we see about us
(Heb. 11:3).

The Holy Spirit of God may be compared to
a tool or machine. A tool serves man in making
things. The Holy Spirit serves this same purpose
for God. But spirit is capable of infinite work—
never running down because of dissipation or
friction. And God’s divine Spirit fills the uni-
verse. (Ps. 139:7; Jer. 23:24). How clear it is
that the Holy Spirit is NoT a third person of the
Godhead as taught by the pagan “trinity” idea!

When we speak of the Holy Spirit, many can-
not understand what it is because spiritual
qualities and entities seem so unreal to most
people. And no wonder. Spiritual things are
invisible, not discerned by the physical senses.
They must be REVEALED in writing in the Bible!

Only the Bible makes clear the nature of the
Holy Spirit. Man is matter. God is invisible
spirit. And spirit, unlike mortal man, is eternal
(I Cor. 15:53).

2. How did God utilize His Spirit of power to
fashion His various creations? Ps. 148:5. Notice
the word “commanded.” Read also verses 1-4;
Ps. 33:8-9 and Gen. 1:2-3.

ComMEeNT: Christ—the Logos, or “Word”
(John 1:1)—“sPARE and it was DONE.” He is
the One who said, “Let there be light”—and
the Spirit of God, moving over the face of the
waters performed the command, and “there was
light”—instanTLY! The Holy Spirit is a miracle-
working power!

3. Is this method still being used in New
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Testament times — how did Christ “make”
enough bread and fish out of “five loaves and
two fishes” to feed five thousand people? Mat.
14:15-21. Did He merely speak words to God?
Verse 19. What does God say to those who
do not think He can create things this way?
Isa. 55:8-9.

CoMMENT: When God originally created the
earth and the heavens, nothing else existed. He
willed that spirit energy from Himself be TRANS-
FORMED into physical energy and matter.

But when Christ spoke, the Father could have
produced the food in two ways: either by trans-
forming spirit energy into NEw bread and fish,
or by transforming the already existing food
material into additional bread and fish. On an-
other occasion, Christ was also able to still the
waves of a roaring sea by the spirit energy
which the Father supplied (Mat. 8:23-27).

God wills and spears His will, and His Spirit
AcTs on any or all things He has created. All
nature obeys His willl We do not understand,
and God does not reveal, the exact mechanism.
But He does reveal enough of the general pro-
cess. And we do have historical and scientific
proof that all nature is obedient to Him. Christ’s
miracles are also proofs of this.

Lesson 9

Saturn

THE SOLAR SYSTEM

AP Drawing

Planets are held in orbit around the sun by inexorable laws of gravitational aitraction and inertia. Disruption
of delicate balance between these laws would pull them into the sun, or shoot them out into interstellar space!

4. Does God also use His Spirit of power
to sustain and rule His vast heavenly and
earthly creation? Nehemiah 9:6; Heb. 1:2-3 and
Ps. 66:7.

ComMENT: God sits at the controls of the
entire universe—He rules and sustains every-
thing by the power of His Holy Spirit!

5. Exactly what does God sustain by His
power—did He set in motion specific physical
laws by which the material creation functions?
Jer. 33:25. Does the sun figuratively obey God?
Job 38:12 and Ps. 104:19. How does the earth
appear to be suspended? Job 26:7.

ComMENT: The dictionary defines the word
“sustain” as “to hold suspended, to support, to
keep alive, to keep from ruin.”

God’s creation would literally “fly apart,”
were it not for the laws He set in motion to
govern its functioning. And God sustains the
laws governing His creation—whether on earth
or in the heavens above, whether living or lifeless
—by the powER of His Spirit!

Thus you might say the creation functions
automatically—much like a modern space age
computer which has been pre-programmed to

perform specific operations. God’s Spirit is the

energizing force which keeps the laws of the
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universe operating, just as electrical current
energizes and operates a computer.

This little analogy points up the fact that God
is a God of law and order (I Cor. 14:33). He
carefully planned and calculated His creation to
operate smoothly and efficiently—according to
His inexorable “laws of physics”!

Notice, too, that the assignment of God’s
energy to the task of maintaining the physical
laws of the universe is a long term assignment,
in contrast to most of the short term assign-
ments of performing Christ’s miracles.

And so God directs His Holy Spirit in attain-
ing His purpose. It flows out from Him and back
again—much like current in an electrical cir-

H. Armstrong Roberts Photo

Jesus stilled the roaring waves of the sea by the
energy of the Spirit of God!

cuit—and is felt everywhere in good works
(Ps:. 130:7-11).

Attributes of the God Family

1. Was King Solomon the wisest man who
ever lived because God gave him wisdom?
I Kings 3:11-12; 10:24. Then is the God King-
dom aLL-wise—the source of all true wisdom?
Ban 2:20; 1 #im. 117 and Jas 15

2. Does the God Family have perfect knowl-
edge? Job 37:14, 16.

CoMMENT: Since the Father and Son together
constitute the one Kingdom of God, both possess
the same characteristics, or attributes. Remem-
ber, Christ said, “I and my Father are one”
(John 10:30).

God REVEALS Himself! 11

3. Does God know the secret of existence
without dependence upon anything—needing no
food, shelter or other necessities so needful for
man’s existence? What is He called? Isa. 40:28.

CoMmMENT: The Hebrew word translated
“Lord” here can also mean “The Self-Existent
One.”

4. Does God also know the secret of ETERNAL
LirE—life without end? John 5:26. Is He tire-
less? Isa. 40:28. :

5. Is there any way by which we mortals
may, of ourselves, learn the secrets of God?
Same verse. Also Rom. 11:33 and Ps. 145:3.
To whom does God reveal certain secrets? Dan.
2:22; Prov. 3:32 and Ps. 25:14. Does He even
reveal the future to His called ministers?
Amos 3:7.

6. Is there any limit to God’s understanding?
Ps. 147:5.

7. And has God UNLIMITED POWER? Ps. 62:11
and Mat. 19:26. Does the fact that He created
our earth prove this? Gen. 1:1. Did He also
create all of the heavenly bodies—the sun, moen
and stars? Ps. 8:3; 1o4:2. Can feeble, mortal
man count their number? Jer. 33:22. But does
God know their number—even their NAMES?
Ps 1474 :

CoMMENT: Our earth is but a tiny speck of
dust compared to other gigantic heavenly bodies.
Take for example our sun. It is a relatively small
star within our “Milky Way” galaxy. Yet, its
total volume is 1,300,000 TIMES that of our
earth!

As for the number of stars in the universe,
God says man is UTTERLY INCAPABLE of counting
all of them! Using the huge 2o00-inch Hale tele-
scope on Mt. Palomar in California, astronomers
have been able to count over 600,000 stars in the
Constellation of Orion! But the following figures
vividly illustrate man’s limitations.

The September, 1956 issue of Scientific Amert-
can magazine, was a special number devoted
entirely to man’s knowledge of the universe.
One article stated that present day telescopes
have “shown the Milky Way system to be a lens-
shaped collection of some ONE HUNDRED BIL-
LION stars, with the sun out toward the rim”
(page 79).

This same issue pointed out that BILLIONS OF
GALAXIES are visible beyond our own—each with
about as many stars in it as the Milky Way!
Radio telescopes have penetrated even further.
But you can plainly see that the number of
galaxies beyond the range of man’s limited in-
struments would be a very poor educated guess!

8. Can God foretell future events? Dan. 2:28.

(Please continue on page 13)



Ar'nerican Stock Photos
At left, gigantic 200-inch Hale Tele-
scope inside dome-shaped building
(right), reveals a fraction of God’s
infinite power and glory! Below is ——
starry splendor of Andromeda
Galaxy, nearest large system of
stars comparable to our galaxy.
Wide World Photo
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California Institute of Technology Photos

Above, cluster of galaxies photographed through 200-inch Hale Telescope is a minute segment of God’s fathom-
less universe! Below, gaseous nebula in Constellation of Orion is part of our own Milky Way system.

Why? Verses 20-21. Then can God foretell the
future because He has the power to make what
He says come to pass? Mat. 19:26.

9. Does God have a perfect memory? Ps.
147:4; Amos 8:7 and Hos. 7:2. Does He also

have perfect control over His memory—can He
completely forget if He so wills? Jer. 31:34.

10. Is God truthful? Titus 1:2. Loving?
I John 4:8. Just? Deut. 32:4. Merciful?
Ps. 136:4.

.11. Is God capable of INSTANT COMMUNICA-
TiIoONS—can He know what is going on every-
where at all times? Jer. 23:23. What does God
say He fills? Verse 24. How could God be every-
where at one time? Ps. 139:7-8. Can God, in
heaven, even know what a person is thinking
here on earth? Verse 2.

CoMMENT: Mortal man is limited by time and
space. For example, radio contact between Mari-
ner 1v (which took history-making photographs
of planet Mars) and earth was limited by the
fact that radio waves travel at the “slow” speed
of light—186,000 miles per second. This meant
that radio commands transmitted to the space
probe took approximately 12 minutes travel-
ing time to reach it as it swung past Mars—
134,000,000 miles from earth! And telemetric
data from Mariner 1v took another r2 minutes
to reach earth—a 24-minute round trip!

But because the Spirit of Almighty God is not
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Jet Propulsion Laboratory Photos
Radio contact between Mariner IV and earth’s frack-
ing stations was limited by the speed of light. God’s
universal communications system is instantaneous!

limited by time and space, God is able to in-
stantly know what is taking place here on earth,
or anywhere else in the universe! By His Spirit,
God is able to even read our very thoughts from
heaven above!

12. And by His Spirit, is God able to “see”
what anyone is doing from His throne in heaven
—untold millions or billions of miles away? Prov.
5:21. Does He give thought to the actions of
men? Same verse. Also notice II Chron. 16:9
and Jer. 32:19.

13. Does God know your general attitude?

I Kings 8:39.

14. Does He hear the groanings of His peo-
ple? Ps. 38:9. How? Rom. 8:23, 26-27.

15. Does God know the number of steps you
take? Job 14:16 and 31:4.

16. Does God know the number of hairs on
your head? Mat. 10:30. Does He even take note
of a bird when it falls to the ground? Mat.
10:29. Do you think these things are impos-
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sible? What does God say? Mat. 19:26. And
what did Job say of God? Job 42:2.

17. Is God capable of lightning-like travel?
Mat. 24:27. Then will Christ circle the earth
with the speed of light at His second coming
so all the world can see Him? Luke 17:24.

ComMmENT: At Christ’s coming, He will circle
the earth with the speed of light and the right-
eous, now made spirit, will rise to meet Him in
the air (I Thes. 4:16-17).

18. After His resurrection, did Christ ex-
plicitly forbid Mary to touch Him because He
had not yet ascended to the Father in heaven?
John 20:17. But later that same day, did Christ
allow His disciples to touch His feet? Mat. 28:9.
Then did Christ travel the enormous distance to
the Father’s throne and back to earth in less
than one day?

ComMENT: This account clearly shows that
God is capable of traveling through space incom-
parably FASTER than the speed of light!

19. Let’s notice a few other miraculous
qualities of the God Family. After Christ was
resurrected and in His spirit body, did He sud-
denly appear to His disciples? John 20:19. Then
is God capable of passing through solids such as
doors and walls? Same verse. (Notice that the
doors were locked!) What was their reaction?
Luke 24:36-37. Did He also manifest Himself
in a physical body of flesh and bone that could
be felt? Verse 39.

20. Does the Almighty, Eternal, Creator God
—who is rightly able to evaluate—consider that
He is incomprehensibly FAR ABOVE man’s puny
capabilities and accomplishments? Isa. 40:17-18.
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Should we be thankful that God even considers
us at all? Ps. 8:3-4.

Just how does man, in his present form,
really stand in comparison to Almighty God?
Dan. 4:35.

God IMPARTS His Attributes to US!

Incredible as it may sound, God will actually
impart His spiritual attributes to you and ME!
God’s great and wonderful PURPOSE for our
existence is revealed in the Bible. God’s plan is
to create perfect spiritual characters out of mor-
tal mankind—Iliteral born Sons of God’s Family!

Man’s creation in the Garden of Eden was
complete only in the physical sense. He was
created a perfect physical specimen—but not a
perfect SPIRITUAL creation! He was created
without the divine spiritual powEr which God
has made available to all mankind—the power
to accomplish His purpose in us!

Here’s a glimpse of the spiritual creation God
wants to produce in you. And here’s how you
can receive the very attributes and power of
God!

1. Is God still in the process of forming and
molding man as a potter works with clay?
Isa. 64:8.

2. Did Job realize God was forming a special
creation in his life? Job 14:14-15.

CoMMENT: Notice especially the latter part of
Job 14:15: “thou wilt have a desire to the WORK
of thine hands.” The “work” was Job! Job knew
he was merely a piece of divine workmanship
in the hands of the active Creator. Merely a
piece of pliable clay in the hands of the Master
Potter! !

3. Are spirit-led Christians being fashioned
by God for a specific purpose? Isa. 43:7 and
Eph. 2:10.

CoMmMENT: The word “we” in New Testament
language refers to spirit-directed Christians. WE,
then—if we are God’s children—are God’s work-
manship. Yes, we are “created”— now being
created — UNTO GOOD WORKS — unto a perfect
spiritual character which can perform wonderful
good works.

So what God is actually creating in spirit-
directed humans is the supreme masterpiece of
all His works of creation! He is in the process
of creating millions—yes, billions—of what will
become perfect, spirit-born soNs oOF Gobp’s
Famry!

4. How readily will God cive us His Holy
Spirit today? Luke r1:10-13. But are there prior
conditions to receiving it? Acts 2:38 and 5:32.
These CONDITIONS are extremely important to
remember!

ComMENT: God is creating His supreme mas-
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terpiece by two distinct steps: man, the clay
material creation (Genesis 1), is only the first
phase of what is to become God’s finished spiri-
tual creation. For man, the clay model, has to be
fashioned and molded by ExpPErIENCE and with
the aid of Gop’s HoLy SpiriT, into the finished
spiritual masterpiece of all God’s creation!

But before the second phase of man’s creation
—his spiritual growth—begins, God the Father
must first beget us by placing His Holy Spirit
within us. We are then impregnated, so to speak,
by the “seed” or germ of eternal life (I Pet.
1:23). It is the begettal of the life of God within
our minds! We then may be compared to a newly
begotten fetus in its mother’s womb which
begins to grow!

5. Do we become the literal “sons” of God
the Father when He begets us by His Spirit?
I John 3:1 and Rom. 8:14-17.

CoMMENT: Spirit-begotten Christians literally
become the uNborn children of God, the Father,
just as an unborn human fetus is the child of
its human parents.

6. Do we PARTAKE of the divine nature and
characteristics of God when spiritually begot-
ten? II Peter 1:3-4.

7. What are some of the characteristics, or
“fruits” that are made manifest in our lives IF
we possess God’s Spirit? Gal. 5:22-23.

8. Which is the greatest attribute or char-
acteristic God transmits to us by His Holy
Spirit? Is it love —“charity”? I Cor. 13:13 and
I John 4:16. Is this the same love that will
enable us to “fulfill”’—to oBEY—God’s spiritual
laws? Rom. 13:10 and 5:5.

9. What special “gifts” are bestowed by the
Holy Spirit? I Cor. 12:1, 4-171.

CoMMENT: Just imagine! These are some of
the additional spiritual abilities God gives to
those who surrender their lives to Him so they
may receive His Holy Spirit! God divides these
special gifts among certain ones in His Church
as He wills, and for specific purposes.

10. Does the Father promise to raise spirit-
begotten Christians to immortality, just as He
resurrected Jesus? Rom. 8:1x and I Cor. 6:14.

11. If we are begotten by God’s Spirit and
grow spiritually, will we—at the resurrection—
become as Jesus Christ is today? Ps. 17:15;
Phil. 3:20-21 and I John 3:2. What type of
body was Jesus changed into at His resur-
rection? I Cor. 15:44-45.

ComMENT: If we become the spirit-begotten
children of God, we will be like Him when BORN
of His Spirit into His divine Family! We will be
given a spirit body just like Christ’s!

The outstanding difference between the body
we now have and the one we will be given is that
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while the one we now have is a “natural” or
mortal body, the one we shall receive will be
a spiritual body—COMPOSED OF SPIRIT!

12. Once made spirit, will we live forever?
Luke 20:35-36.

13. Will God glorify us at the resurrection by
giving us the same great POWER and GLORY of
the God Family? Rom. 8:17 and Col. 3:4.

14. Did Jesus give us a fleeting glimpse of
this future glorified condition when He was
“transfigured”? Mat. 17:1-2. Notice that this
was a vision they saw concerning the future
(verse 9).

CoMMENT: The spiritual power and glory
we shall receive at the resurrection will be so
great, it will make our spirit bodies shine as the
sun and make our raiment dazzling white!

GOD’S INFINITE POWER AND GLORY
WILL SOON BE OURS—IF WE HAVE HIS
HOLY SPIRIT WORKING WITHIN US
NOW!

God Has REVEALED Himself!

God has revealed Himself to you in a real
and tangible way. No longer does God seem
like an ethereal figment of the imagination—a
mythological invention of an ignorant, super-
stitious past!

Through His inspired Word, God told you
where He resides, what He looks like, and how
long He has existed. He revealed that the God
Family created and RULES the entire universe!
You learned what part God has taken in world
affairs since creation.

God also illustrated some of His awesome,
but wonderful powers over His material creation.
And He has even REVEALED THE GREAT
PURPOSE FOR YOUR VERY EXISTENCE!

Yes, you have seen God as He really is! You
don’t have to guess any longer!

Now we need to study the irrefutable proofs
of God’s existence and the veracity of His in-
spired Word. In the lessons which will immedi-
ately follow, God will give you these proofs in
the form of tangible, material evidence that is
absolutely astounding! He wants you to be
thoroughly convinced of His existence! He will
leave no room for doubt in the sane, fair and
logical mind!

In your next lesson, you will learn that God
is daily bringing PROPHECIES to pass—prophe-
cies which He uttered hundreds, even thousands,
of years ago! And after that, it will also be con-
clusively proven that our earth could NoT have
“accidentally happened into existence.”

These and many other wonderful and exciting
PrOOFS of God’s existence are in store for you in
coming lessons!

Correspondence Course Lesson 9

Ulhat our

STUDENTS SAY

(Continued from page 2)

already after midnight, ‘but it is so interesting
and so marvelous to at last have the help I've
always needed to understand God’s book, that
I can’t stop reading. I feel like a person who has
been starved all his life and has finally been
served food.” k

—Mrs. J.V., Gary, Indiana

t‘ Absorbed’’

“I have certainly enjoyed and been absorbed
in the contents of your lessons. You certainly
have given much time and research to these, as
they are so well arranged. Thank you for help-
ing us in our study of the Bible. May we be
worthy of your effort to bring us His Word.”

—Mrs. J. H., St. Ignatius, Montana

o God makes it all possible and we’re merely
His instruments!

Changed a Lot
“T would like to say that I am enjoying
studying my Bible with the help of the Corre-
spondence Course. I surely have learned a lot of
things and I have changed a lot of my ways
and beliefs.”
—Student from Virginia

Starts Over Again

“I got a little behind in my lessons and may
I add, you are so right about doing them every
day and writing everything down. Because I
thought I was so smart, I am having to go back
and start over again. I am getting so much more
out of them the second time, though, as I have
read so much of your literature in the mean-
time.” _

—Mrs. R. K., No. Hollywood, California

All FREE of Charge

“Thank you for all the material you have
sent me. I have received 8 lessons of the Am-
bassador College Bible Correspondence Course,
15 Prain TrurHs and over 70 booklets—ALL
FrEE! Thank you very much.”

—Student, Northboro, Massachusetts

o All students should take advantage of the free
literature mentioned in these Lessons, in the
PraiN TRUTH magazine and on the broadcasts.
Be sure to give the TITLE of each booklet when
making your requests.



